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The expectations of life depend
n diligence; and the wmechanic
t would perfect his work, must
first sharpen his tools.
—Confucius.

The State of Business

We bhave been followlng pretty closely for the
past year the observations of the Credit Clearing
Houss of New York in credit checking. These sume
maries are lssued weekly. For the making of these
cbservations the country is divided Into sections—the
Pacific Coast, the Mountain, North Agricultural,
Middle Agricuitural, South Agricultural and the East
sections. Arisona belongs in the mountajn eectlon.

The average condition for the whols country to
December 2 of this year s summarized as follows:

Purchases are more active than a week agoand a
year ago, but less than two years ago0.

Indebtedness is less than a week ago and a year
2§0, but more than (W0 years ago.

Payments are less active than in any of the three
peciods of comparison.

Thus in estimating conditions there are three
factors, purchases, indebtedness and payments. The
mountain section contributes more than any other
section to the better total showing of last week and
ihe bighest showing of the last two years as follows:

Purchases are more active than s week ago and
& year ago, but less than two years ago.

Indebtedness is loss than in any of the three
periods of comparison.

Payments are much more active than last week,
slightly lesa than a year ago, and less than two years
g0, '

The Credit Clearing House commenting on this
mountain section showing sars:

In conmtrast with the Pacifie coast, thers is ex-
ceptionally active buying. by the general public in
this section, shown by highly satisfactory pay-

«ments"”

Do Fish Think?

“Do {ish think?™ aske a would-be scientist, We
do not know. We have scen some *poor fish™ who
seemed not to think, but perhaps they did after a
fashijon. But any one who spends hls time wonder-
fag about the Intellectual equipment and operations of
the so-called lower orders is about as useful to so-
clety as an unthinking fish.

To know whether fish think or not would per-
haps be some satisfaction of the curlosity of certain
sninds but that would be all, If It wers proved that
fish do think we do not think that that would hasten
the inteliectual development of {ish to an alarming
extent.

And we do not know why fish should mot think
alter a fashion. We have always suspected that all
animals and insects which move from place to place
evidently on businsas of their own were doing some
sort of thinking.

Suspicion of the minus quality of the fish's Intel-
lect we suppose springs mostly from the fact that he
doesn't seem to ‘Know enough to come in out of the
wet.” But there are humans who cannot stand that
Test.

Consldering all the things, and many of them al-
most certainly of great Importance, that we two
Jegged fish do not know; considering our pitiful mis-
takes, our starting In so many directions without ar-
riving anywhere; that we do not know any more than
the scaly fish do whence we came or whither we are
golng; that there may be superior beings in the alr
who are unprofitably wondering whether humans ars
gifted with reasoning powers; considering all these
things we show some “crust” in debating whether
figh can think.

Formerly there was a sharp line drawn between
man and the lower animals. On one side wae reason-
tag power and on the other instinct. This line has
been moved over on the side of the lower animals un-

ti! now we sgree that many of them are endowed
with a considerabl degree of rasoning power,

The Wisest Err

Eveén so wise a man as Anatole France who we
hope is more than a passing fad, though we are not
quite sure of it, notwithstanding he recently won one
of the highest intellectunl honors, the Nobel prize for
iiterature has pulled a “boner.” About the time we
recelved mews of the distinguished honor conferred
uper him the Nation, New York, published an ap-
for the saving of Sacco and
in Massachusetts

peal over his name
Vanzetti under eentence of death
tor murder.

“In ope of vour states™ says M. France to Amer-
ftea. "two men, Sacco and Vangeill, have been con-
demned for a crime of opinion.”

Anide from the trifling detall
misstatement of fact, we have no quarrel with M.
France's assertion. From his mythical premise, he
proceeds to develop a case agalnst killing men for
the sacred right of opinlon.

this is a flat

that

exercising
M. Fr
by maying:
“qn pne of your stites two men, Sacco and Van-

e might as well have begun his appeal

Bns

settl have heen condemned for chewlng gum.”

- He might then have developed a persuasive case,

showing the unwisdom of killing men for the crime
This would all have been entlrely

of chewirg gum. L
gnexceptionable if somewhst platit
G ptions

might 1Imi

n

the eyes of the whole American publlec. Had The
Nation been a real friend to the great Frenchman of
letters, it would have held out his article, end posted
to him an exact statement of the facts. An intel-
lectual and a winner of the Nobel prize can get away
with almost anything at all subtle; but he cannot get
away with an assertion that Afary Garden is the
American secretary of state, or that Sampel Gompers
made 39 home runs {n the American league last season.
1t happens that there are some elementary facts about
themselves with which the Americans are, unfortun-
ately for M. France, familiar. Not even a great lit-
erary man is exempt from the duty of acquainting
himself with the facts before he talks,

A Reoad Experiment

Illinols has a big road roads project on hand It
wishes to msake as sure as poussible by experiment
that it does the right thing in material and make-up
of its highways. For this purpose lhe state In con-
junctlon with the federal government has built a
streteh of road two and a half miles long near Spring-
fieid. On this stretch the clinic is being conducted,
and exact observations are being made for guidance
in the main project,

In this road there are seven general types of
paving. Represented in these types are the chlef
materials used in road building. Engineers wiil sub-
ject the geveral types to traffic of varying degrees of
volume and welght, the maximum wheel-load to be
14,000 pounds or half as much again as the legal load
in the state.

Federal and state engineers have been taking fre-
quent dally observations of the effect of heat, cold,
molsture and other elements that enter properly into
such a test of wearing ability. Traffic tests are made
with trucks, the leads of which are gradually in-
creasedl. These will be continued long enough to
prove to the satisfaction of the engineers - the com-
parative endurance of the seVeral Lypes. Those
stretches that give out in advance of others will be
discarded as not worthy of a place in the general
scheme.

This experiment Is made at considerable expense,
but the engineers belleve that through them they
will be able to save the state many millions of dol-
lars. At any rate, they wiil be able better to justify
themselves in the cholce of materials and types of
construction.

It !s Important ia the spending of scores of mil-
lions of dollars for good roads that there be the ut-
most scientific information on the subject before
hand, The final report on fhe TIllinols experiment
will be interesting to road bullders throughout the
country, whatever sccount may be taken of basic
conditions elsewhere that are different from those in
that state.

The ranks of the unemployed do not seem to be
swelled by bandits, They find piece work fairly
profitable.

Even the best whisky s a poor thing with which
io run the automoblle. N@ refinement of the carbu-
retor seems to be able to make it adaptable,

—

Christmas turkevs ars said to be selling in the
northwest at 60 cents a pound. TUp there they are
burning corn for fuel. Anyway lurkeys are not being
fed to the flames.

Babe Rulh's demand for $60.000 next season will
be modified we suppose by Judge Landis' decision
holding him out of the game for a month. A home
run hitter has no chance against such a moundsman
as the “Kenesaw Kid.,”

Phoenix is the most profitable field Mr. Roy
Gardner has ever struck from his polnt of view—
publicity. He has had a longer run here and more
attention than anywhere else along his cirouit. In
most places he has had, so to speak, only one night
stands, “In again, out again, gone again,” a rapid
gequence once described by the laconic Alr. Flannl-
gan.

The Loulsville Courler-Journal finds fault with
the president because he does not go into detalls, It
might have charged him In the same Indictment with
a neglect to start the fires of mornings, in the White
House, of failing to milk the White House cow and
of his avoldance of many other domestice “details.
But if the president does not himself personally at-
tend to details other men are doing it,—among them,
conspicuously, General Charles G. Dawes, director
"general of the budget.

“FIDDLE'S FINE TO HAVE"

1t is possible easlly to acquire a reputation as a
musician as one canny old Bcot did. He would be
in a friend's house, and in the course of conversation
would agk: “Hev ye got a flddla?"

He knew his ground, and the answer would be In
the negative.

“What a peety,” he would add,
played ye a tune”

At last the occasion arose, as it was bound to do,
when his oft-repeated query, “Hev ye got a fiddle?”
came the eager response, “Yes, we've got a flddle!”

But Sandy was equal to the occasion. “So ye've
got a fiddle said he, stroking his ehin, "and a fid-
dle’s a grand thing to hev!"—Edinburgh Scotsman.

“T would ha'

DEPARTED

A yourng man who was recently married thought
he would take his wife to a little Sussex lodging houee,
where he used 1o spénd his holidays, He told her he
prrticularly wanted to go there, as they served such
lovely honey at jevery meal.

The coupls arrived, just in time for tea, mo he
escorted his wife proudly to a table In the dining
room, then glan¢ed round the board. There was no
honey on the fable, gnd none in the room.

Very much surprieed, he called a wajter.

“Here" sald he, “where's my honey?”

The walter, at a loss what to say, finally leaned
over the table and sald In a stage whisper:

“She doesn’'t work here now,"—Edinburgh Scots-
man.

RETURNING THE FAVOR

“Have wyou ever made a sericous effort to reform
your fellow, men?™™

“Often,” roeplied Senator Sorghum. “But on one
occasion 1 went too far. I got my community so
thoroughly reformed that the folks begzan to study
me Lo see if they couldn't discover sOome weak pointy
that would permit them to reciprocate—Washington
Siar.,

SPEAKING OF BIRMINGHAM
"Who's the mysterious stranger?” asked the town

Enocker.

“A muslcal o¢

“Well. he's

IT DOES HELP

Edinburg Scortsman

T hat Virtuous Feeling
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ONE MAN WHO CAN TRUTHFLLLY SAY
THAT HE NEVER FORGOT HIS WIFE'S BIRTHPAY —

11, by Hubert Johsoe

- df:sn-'

TEXT OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

(Continued From Fage 1)

expressed purpose of the Jones act
Only one conclusion has been pos-
slble. Frankly, members of house
and senate, eager as [ am to join you
in the making of an American mer-
chant marine commensurale with our
commerce, the denouncement of our
comercial treaties would involve us in
a chaos of trade relationships and
#dd fdescribably to the confusion of
the already disordered commercial
world. Our power to do =0 is not
disputed, but power and phips, with-
out comity of relationship. will not
give us the expanded tra which is
inseparably linked with a great mer-
chant marine., Moreover, thie applied |
reduction of dJduty, for which the
treaty gnouncemsnts worg neces-
sary, catouraged only the carrying of
dutiabla tmports to our shores, while
the tonnage which unfurls the flag on
the seas is both free and dutiabie, and
the cargoes which make a npatiom |
eminent in trade are outgoing, rather
than Incoming.

“It §s not my thought to lay the
probiem in detail before you today.
It §s desired :nly to =ay to you that
the exccutive branch of the gov-
ernment, uninfluenced by the pro-
teat of uny natlon, for none has been
made, Js well eonvinced that your
propesal. highly intended and heartlls
supported here, is so fraught with
difficulties and so marked by tend-
encies to discourage trade expansion
that T invite your tolerance of non-
compliance for a very few weeks
until a plan may be presented which
contemplates no greater draft upon
the particular treasury, a&nd which,
though vet too crude to offer it lo-
day, gives such promise of expand-
ing our merchant marine that it will !
argue its own approval. It is enough
to say today thit we are B0 st-‘
scssed of ships and the American in-
tention to establish a merchant ma- |
rine iz =0 unalterable that a plan of
reimbursemont, at no other cost than |
is contemplated in the exisung act, |
will appeal {0 the pride and encour.
age the hope of all the American

peopie.
TARIFF REVISION

“There is before you the comple-
tion of the ennctment of what has
been termed & ‘permanent’ taritf law,
the word ‘permanent’ being used to
distingulsh it from the emergency
act which the congress expedited
early in the extracrainary session and
which is the lay today. 1 cannot oo
strongly urge an early completion
of this necessary legislation, It i=
neaded to stabllize our Industry at
homygp: it [s essential to make more
definite our trade relations abroad.
More, it i= vital to the preservation
of many of our own industries which

contribute so notably to the very life
bleod of our nation,
“There iz now, and there always

will be, a storm of conflicting opin-
ion about any tariff revision, e
cannot go far wrong when we base
our tarifts on the policy of preserv-|
ing the productive activities, which
enhance employment aund aad to our
naflonal prosperity. |

“Again comes the reminder that|
we must not be nnmhdful of the
world conditions, that peoples are
struggling for Industrial rehabilite-
tion and that we cannot dwall in In-
dustrin? and commercial exclusion |
and at the game time do the Jjust|
thing in alding world recognition and |
gtment. We do not seek o self-
loofness and we could not prof-|
It by it were it possible,. We recog-
nize the necessity of buying wherever |
we gall, and the permanence of trads
lics in its sceeptable exchanges In |
our purstit ol markcts we must give

as well as receive. We
. y not produce, Nor can
we produce &t home.
ove.y obligation of hu-
manity, commerce and finance, link-
1

ed as they are in
\.\'f".\i.n'\,-!" ].'. . I |

Wik Nee

1)

reIn edle re

TRADE EXPANSION

i prohibitive.

nation, not by normal processes, but
made 50 by war It is not an un-
worthy seifishness to seek W0 save
ourselves wnen the processes of that
salvation are not only denled to oth-
ers, but commended to them. We
seck to undermine for others no in-
dustry Ly which they subsist; we are
obliged to permit the undermining
of none of our own which make for
employment and muintained activ-
ition.

“Every contemplation, it littie mat-
tors In which direction one turns
magnifies the difficulty of turiff legis-
Intion, but the necessily of the re-
vision s mugnified with it., Doubt-
less we are justified
more flexible policy than we have
provided heretofore. 1 hopa a way
will. be found to make for flexibllity
and elasticity o that ra’ s may be
adjusted to meet unusual ol chung-
ing conditions, which cannot béa ac-
curately antigipated. bere are prob-
lema incident ‘o unfalr practices and
to exchanges which madness in money
have made almost unsolvable. I know
of no manper In which to effect thia
fNexibility other than the ecxtension
of the powers of the tariff commils-
slon, wo that It can adapt (tself to
a scvientific and wholly just admin!s-
tration of the la -,

| FLEXIBLE TARIFF

“l &m not unmindful of the con-
stitutional difficulties. These onn be
met by giviog authority to the chief
executive who could proclaim-addi-
tional duties to meet conditions which
the congress may designate, :

“At this point | rmust disavow any
desire to enlarge the executive's pow-
ers or add to the responsibilities of

in seeking a'!

| that

the office. They are already too large. |

If there were any other plan Iwould |

prefer ft.

“The grant of authority to proclaim
would necessarily
commission new and enlarged activi-
ties because no executive could dis-

|

bring the ll:n"ll'fll

|

charge such a duty cxcept upon the |

Information acguired and recommen-
dations by this commission. But

the plan lg feasible and the proper| distribution and marketing.
fanctioning of the board would give| proper

us a better administration of a d
fined policy than ever can
possible by tariff duties prescribed
without flexibility.

American Valuation

|

e made |

|

wifys of employment and earrying the
credit, let us

choose the latter.
Sometimes we appralse largest the
human (il most vivid in our minds,

We have been giving. and are giv-
ing now, of our influence and ap-
pealy to minimize the likelihood of
war and throw off the crusssng bur-
dens of grmaments, 1t is all very
earnest, with a national soul Impell-
ing. But a people unomployed and
gaunt with hunger, face & sitoation
quite as dlsheartening as war and
ougr greater obligation today Is to do|
the government’s part toward resume
ing productivity mnd promoting for-
tunate and remunerstive employ-
ment,,
Agricultural Relief

®Something more than tariff pro-
tection is required by American agri-
oulture. To the farm bhas come the
earlier and the heavier burdens of
readjustment. There is actual de-
pression in our agricultural industry,
while agricuyltural prosperity ls ab-
aointely ¢ssential to the general pros-
perity of the couniry.

“Congre=a has sought very earnest.
Iy to provide relief. It has promptly
given such temporary relief as has
been possible, hut the call s insist- |
ent for the permanent solution, It is|
inevitable that large crops lower the
prices and short crops advance them,

No legisiation can cure thar funda-
menial law. But there must be some |
economie solution for the excesslve
variation In returns for agricultural|
production.

“It 1s mther shocking to be told
and to have the statement ntmnxlyf
supported, that $.000.000 bales of cot- |
ton, rmised on American plantations
in & giyen year, actually will be|
worth more to the producers than|
12.0040.000 bales would have l-cen.i
Equaily shocking is the statement |
100,000,000 bushels of wheant, |
ralsed by American fumers would |
bring them more money than a bil-
llon bushels. Yet these are nNot ex-
agzraled statements, In a world
where there are tens of millions who |
need food and clothing, which thl‘y!
cannot get, such a condition is sure
to—indiet the social
makes it possible,
Co-operative Marketing |

system which

the mumin the remedy lles In

Every |

encoursgement ahould be

e- | given to the eo-operative marketing !

progriams, These hnave proven very |

helpful 10 the co-operating communi-
ties in Europe. In Russin the co-
operative community has become s

“There Is a manifest dif{erence of | recognized bulwark of law and order,

opinion about
tion. Many

the American
nations have

valua-

adopted | ment In social paralysis.

and saved individualism from engulf- |
Ultimately |

delivery valuation ss the basis for | they will be accredited with the sal-

collecting duties that s, they
the cost of the Imports delivered at

the port of entry as the basis for| periment.

levying duty,
parture, in view of the varying con-
ditions and the disordered state
maney value#, to provide for Amerl-

can wvaluation, but there can not be | farmer.

Ignored the danger of such a valaa-
tion brought to the level of our own
production ¢osts, making our tariffs
It might do =0 In many
instances where imports ought to be
encouraged. I believe congress

| ought well to consider the desirabll-

ity of the enly promising alternative,

of ' pay

namely, a provision aunthm ng pro-
claimed American valuation, under
preseribed conditions, on any given
list of articles imported.

“In this proposed flexibility, auth-
orizing increascs to meet conditions
80 likely to change, there should also
ba provision for decreases A rate |
may be just today, and entire out
of proportion six months from todny. |
If our tariffs "&ate to Dbe made|
equitable, and not necessarily bur-
den our Imports and hinder our
trude abroad, frequent adjustment
will be necs iy for years to ¢ !
Knowing the impos=ibil

1 by act of congress
or a score of lines withoutr inv
Ing a long array of schedules, I th
we shall go & long ways toway

ilization. if theres s recog

d stab-

tariff commission’'s £
recommend urgent changes by
lamation,

Business Revival

SUre

about Pu

tern

n business re-

slump w h

unemploymen
y CONCArn, or

take ! vation of the Russian state,

“There is the appeal for this ex-

Why not try 1?7 |

None |

It i no radical de- | clhullenges the right of the farmer |

to a larger sbare of the consumery' |
for his product, no one can dis- |
pute that we cannot lve without the |
He is justified in rebelling
aguinst the transportation cost, i:i'-'q-nll
a falr return for his labor, he ulili

have less opccarion to appenl for
financial] aid; and given assurance
that.his labors shall not be in wvain,

we A all the people of a produc- |
tlon w iclent to meet our national |
requirement and guard against Jdis-
AMter

Back to Farm Movement

“The base of the pyramid of clv-

ization which rests upon the soil is|

ving throuvgh the Arift of l
from clty.

10

farm
we hns

Economists have warned and
men hinve deplored, We thought I
1 moderin cons

ect would

enjences

1 i less drastis

“The

existing scheme of adjusting |

frelght rates has been favoring the |
basing points, untii Indastries are|
F yclbed centera and re-
neiled T o =
of ur i trans- |
PO t s |
1l ng o o o]
! : tk

asunder of soul and spirit,

BIBLE TriQUGHT FOR TODAY

POWER OF THE WORD:—For the word of |
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing

row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart—Hebrews 4: 12.

and of the joints and mar-

wealth involved.
general policy of transportation, of
distributed industry, and of highway
construction, to encourage the spread
of our population and restore the
proper balance between city and
country. The problem may well have
your earnest attention.

“It has been perhaps the proudest
claim of our American civillzation
that In Qealing with human rela-
tionshipa it has constantly  moved
toward such justice in distributing
the product of human energy that it
has improved continuously the eco-
nomical]l statps of the mass of peo-
ple, ©Ours has been a highly pro-
ductive socla] organization. On the
way up from the elemental stages of
society we have eliminalsd slavery
and serfdom and are now far on the
way to the elimination of poverty.

Labor Preblem

“Through the eradication of [l-
literacy, and the diffusion of educa-
tion, mankind has reached a stage
where we may fairly say that in the
United States equality of oppor-
tunity has been attained, though all
are not prepared to embrace IL
There is, Indeed, a too great diver-
gence bhétween the economle condi-
tions of the most and the least fa-
vored classes in the community, But
even thut divergence has now come
to the* point where we bracket the
very poor and the vary rich to-
geither as the least fortunate classes,
Our e«fforts may well be directed to
improving the status of both.

“While this &t of probiems is
commonly apprechended under the
general phrase ‘capital and labor.' it
Is really justly hroader. It Is a ques-
tion of social economlic organization.
Labor has become a large contrib-
utor, through |ts savinge, to the stock
of capital: while the people who own
the iargest individual aggregates of
capltal are themselves often hard
end earnest lahorers, Very often it
Is extremely Adifficult to draw the
line of demarcation between the two
groups: to determine whether a par-
ticular Individual is entitled to be
set down as laborer or as capitalist,
In a very large proportion of cases
he is both, and when he is both, he Is
the most useful citizen.

Industrial Tribunal

“The right of labor to organize is
just as fundamental and necessary
ns {8 the pight of capital to organize,
The right of labor to negotiate, to
deal with and solve its particular
problems, (n an organized way,
through its chosen agents, is just as
essential ns is the right of capital to
organize, to maintain corporations, to
1imit the liabilities of stockholders.
Indeed, we have come to realize that
the Mmited liability of the citizen as
a member of a labor organization
closely parailels the limitation of lia-
bility of the citlzen ns a stockholder
in a corporation - for profit, Along
this line of reasoning we shall make
the greatest progress towapd solution
of our probléem of capital and labor,

“In the case of the corporation
which enjoys the privilege of limited
lability of stockholders, particularly
when engaged In the public service,
it {8 recognized that the outside pub-
lic has a large concern which must
be protected; and so we provide reg-
ulations, reastrictions, and some cases
detailed sapervision. Likewlss in the
case of labor organization we might
well apply similar and egually well
defined principles of regulation and
supervision In order to conserve the
public’s Iaterests as affected by their
operationa.

REGULATION OF UNIONS

“Just as it is not desirable that a
corporstion shall be allowed to im-
pose undue exuctions upon the pub-
e, no it is not desirable that a labor
organkzation shall be permitted to
exact unfair terma of empioyment
or subject the public to actual dis-
trosseg in order to enforce ils terms.
Finally just a8 we are earnestly
seeking for procedures whereby to
adjust and settle politieal differences
between nations without resort to
war, s0 we may well look about for
means to settle the differences be-
tween organized caplia]l and organ-
ized labor without resort to those
forma of warfare which we recog-
nize under the names of strikes,
lockouts, boycotta and the like,

ENFORCED MEDIATION

“Aw we have great bodlies of law
carefully rvegulating the organiza-
tion and operations of industrial and
finnncial corporstions, as we have
treaties and compacts among na-
tions which look to the settlement of

| differences without the necessity of

conflict in arms, =0 we mlight well
have plans of conference, of common
counsel, of mediation, arbitration and
judicial determination in controver-
sles between lubar and capiial To
accomplish this would inveive the
necessily to develop a thorough-go-
ing code of practice in dealing with
such affaira. Tt might well frankly
to s=t forth the superior interest of
the community as a whole to efther
the labor group or the capital group,
With rights, privileges, immunities
and modes of organizations thus
carefully defined, it should be pos-
aible to eet up judicial or guasi ju-
dlclal tribunals for the consideration
and difermination of all disputes

which menace the public welfare.
“In an indusiria]l soclety such os
ours, the strike, the lockout and the

boycott are as much out of place and
as disastrous in thelr resuits as is
war or armed revolution in the do-
main of politice. The same Adisposi-
tion to reasonableness to conecilin-
tion, to recognition of the other side’s
point of view, the same provision of
falr and recognized tribunals and
processes, ought to mnke it possible
to =olve the one setl of questions as
easy as the other. 1 Dbelleve =molu-
tion is possible.

“The conslderation of such a2 policy
would necessitate the exercise of
care, of dellberation the consiruc-
tion of a code a3
mental rights, dea

tions of employer ar

1oaline
dealing

foundatlon in the law, with
the mouds condition® of =ocial and
economic ife would hasten the

bullding of temple of peac
Indo wi a refoicing nation
wouldl ad sim.
REWARD EX-SERVICE MEN
“After each wa itil the last, the
government hag | n e rled o give
homes to its returned soldiers and a
z rt of our =zettlement and de-
nded this gener-
4 ¢

nd for the natl

def

"RECLAMATION PROJECTS

“There is yet unressrved ap-
proximately 200,000,000 acres in
the public demain, 20,000,000
acres of which are known to be
susceptible of reclamation and
made fit for homes by provision
for irrigation.

“The government has been as-

sisting in the development of its
remaining lands, until the esti-
mated increase in land values in
the irrigated sections i fully
$500,000.000 and the crops of
1920 alone on these landas are

3000

estimatod to exceed 3100
Under the aw authorizing

It only looks to ay

| rit

these expenditures for develops
ment, the advances are to be re~ |
turned and it would be good busi-
ness for the government to pro-
vide for the reclamation of the
remaining 20,000,000 acres, in ad-
dition to expediting the comple«
tion of projects long under way,
COAL AND GAS LEASES
“Under what Is known as the coal
and gas leasg law, applicable also to
deposits of phosphates and other
minerals on the public domain, leases
are now being made on the royalty
basix, and are producing large rev-
enues 10 the government. Under this
legislation, 10 per centum of all roy-
alties is to be pauid direetly to the fed-
eral treasury and of the remainder
$0 per centum is to be used for
reclamation of arid lands by Irriga-
tion and 40 per centum is to be paid
to the states in which the operations
| are located, to be used by them for
| echool and road purposes.
|  “These resources are so yast and
the development is affording so re-
liable a basis of estimate that the
interior department expresses the be-
lief that ultimately the present law
will add in royalties and payments
to the treasuries of the federal gov-
ernment and the states contalning
these public lands a total of $12.-
000,000,000. This means, of course,
an added wealth of many times that
sum. These prospects seem to af-
ford every justification of govern-
ment advances in reclamation and
Irrigation.

RECLAIM SWAMP LANDS

“Contemplating the inevitable and
desirable incremse of population,
there Is another phase of reclamation
full worthy of consideration. There
are 79,000,000 acres of swamp cut-
over lands which may be reclaimed
and made as valuable as any farm
lands we possess. These areas are
largely located in southern states,
and the greater proportion lg owned
by the states or by private citizens
Congress has & report of the survey
of this field for reclamation, and
feasibility is established. I gladly
commend federal ald by way of ad-
vances where state and private par-
ticipation ls assured.

- AMERICAN HOMES

Home making is one of the greater
beneflits which government can be-
stow, Measures sre pending em-
bodying these sound policles to which
we may well adhere. It is easily pos-
sible to make available permanent
homes which will p-ovide, in turn, for
prosperous American families, with-
out injurious competition with estab-
lished activities, or impesition on
wenlth alteady mequired,

RUSSIAN FAMINE

“While we are thinking of promot-
ing the fortunes of our own peopls,
I am sure there is room In the sym-
pathetic thought of America for fel-
low human beings who are suffering
and dying of starvation In Russia. A
severe drought in the valley of the
Volga has plunged 15,000,000
into grievous famine. Our voluntary
agencies ars cxerting themselves 1o
the utmost to gave the lives of chll-
dren in this ares, but it is now evi-
dent that uniess relief {s afforded the .
losa of life will extend into many mil-
lons. America can not be deaf 1o
such a eail ag that,

“We do not recogniee the govern-
ment of Russia, nor tolerate the
propaganda which emanates there-
from, but we do not forget the tra-
ditions of Russian friendship. Wa
may put aside our consideration of
all international politics and funda-
mental differences in  government.
The big thing is the eall of the suffer-
ing end the dying. Unreservediy I
recommend the appropriation neces-
sary to supp'y the American reiief
administration with 10,060,000 bushels
of corn and 1,000,000 bushels of seed
Erains, not alone to halt the wave of
death through starvation, but to en-
able spring planting in arcas where
seed gralne have been exhausted
tempaorarily to stem starvation.

“The American rellef administra-
tion is directed in Russia by former
cfficers of our own armies and has
fully demonstirated {ts abllity to
transport and distribute relief through
American hands without hindrance or
lose. The time has come to add the
Bovernment support to the wonderful
relief slready wrought out of the
Eenerosity of the American private
purse.

“l am not unaware that we have
suffering and privation at bhome.
When it extends the capacity for the
relief within the states concerned, it
will have federal consideration. It
k2eme to me we should be Indifferent
tc our own heart promptings and out
of acecord with the spirit which ac-
claims the Christmastide if we do not
kive put of gur national abundance to
lighten this burden of woe upon a
people blameless and helpless in fam-

ine's peril.
PUBLIC DEBT

There are a full score of topics con-
cerning which it would be becoming
to address you, and on which 1 hope
to make report at a later time. I
bhave alluded to the things requiring
your earller attention. However, I
cannot end this limited address with-
out e suggested amendment to the
organle law,

“Many of us belong te that school
of thought which is hesitant about
aitering the fundamental law. I
think our tax problems. the tendency
of wealth to seek non-taxahble invest-
ment, and the menacing intreass of
public debt, federal, state! and mu-
nipal. all justifies a proposal to
change the consiitution so ss tp end
| the issue of non-taxable hondse XNo
&¢tion can change the staius of the
many billlons cutstanding, but we
I'-_Mn guard against future encourage-
| ment of eapltul paralysis, while a
|bait in the growth of public indebt-
| *dness would be beneficial throughout
| our whole land,
| “Such a change In the constitution
must be very thoroughly considered
Lefore submission. There ought 1o ba
Enown what infivence it will have on
| the inevitable refunding of our vast
| nationul debt, how it will eperate on
cessary refunding of state and
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